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upon its report the Government mainly depends for informa-
tion in respect to the promotion of the Native judges from one
grade of the service to another. In these matters great assist-
ance used to be derived from one of the Judges of the High
Court, a very able man, Mr. (now Sir Louis) Jackson.

At intervals between these cares and labours I visited Dar-
jiling in the eastern Himalayas during two summer seasons,
and derived much advantage from the companionship of
John Ware Edgar, the head of the local administration there.
That region including both British and Native Sikhim, is
one of the most beautiful in the world, and the admirable
description of it published by Sir Joseph Hooker more than
thirty years ago is still applicable. Its mountains form a
division territorially between the Buddhist and Brahminical
religions, like the watershed between two vast river systems.
On one side of them there tinkles the bell of the temple belong-
ing to that faith which spreads southwards through India to
Cape Comorin. On the other side there resounds the gong of
the chapel appertaining to the religion which extends north-
wards through Thibet and China to Pekin. A fresh interest,
from an economic point of view, has been excited by the
rapid extension of tea-gardens representing what is now a
great industry, and by the establishment of cinchona planta-
tions where cheap quinine is produced for the fever-stricken
millions. "Wliile at DarjUing I took occasion to improve our
communications along the -border between Sikhini and Nepal,
a truly wonderful line adorned with the most splendid rhodo-
dendrons. Here are comprised in one matchless panorama
the groups both of Everest and of Kinchinjanga, the two
loftiest snowy mountains yet discovered on earth. Again,
I examined the frontier line between Sikhim and eastern
Thibet, where the two empires of Britain and of China meet, and
where a series of lovely lakes embosomed amidst the snow-tipped
gneiss rocks is to be seen at altitudes ranging from ten to fifteen
thousand feet above the sea. Passing to and fro we visited the
monasteries of Sikhim, gazed at the countenance of the Buddha,
impassible with mystic calm, and watched the processions of